
Farm Forestry profitability 

Drivers and Information outreach

Graham West 
West Land Use Solutions 
NZ Farm Forestry Assoc



Drivers

Slides are the IP of Graham West Land use Solutions 
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Major strategic drivers of  Timber net profit 

1. Location

2. Location

3. Location

1. Slope = access, harvest cost, erosion, productivity 
2. Distance to public road = roading cost
3. Distance to market = transport cost (Export & Domestic)



Best practice for Timber profit 

1. Join Farm Forestry Assoc 

2. Use a consultant   

3. Get 3 quotes for harvest management & marketing costs

4. Get roads and skids harvest ready for when the log prices lift

5. Allow funds for site prep and replant

6. Manage tax liability

Slides are the IP of Graham West Land use Solutions 



Best practice on Farm

1. Plant marginal areas

2. Reliable species 

3. Best genetics

4. Prune & thin

5. No straight lines

6. Amenity species on boundaries



Use web 
tools



Web Services  - Access and integration 

LRIS

Risk - Wind , fire, erosion

LINZ

Property titles, aerial 
imagery, infrastructure

Productivity, species, yield
Terrain, Water flow, 
regulation

Land descriptors

Regional Councils

CRIs & MPI

Reports & 
Maps

CRIs

Treefarmer



Delivery of latest research results – Tech Transfer

PSP 
establishment 

and data 
collection

PSP 
Data
base

Calculator

Site variables Productivity 
surface

Growth 
Model

Volume/Site
/regime/age

Treefarmer
Polygon/paddock/

stand

Wood 
Yield

Carbon

MPI
LUT/

Region

Koordinates 
Spatial layers

Log 
Grades



E.g. - Productivity layer  – Radiata pine volume production 100m pixel 
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Drivers for Carbon forestry investment 

Slides are the IP of Graham West Land use Solutions and 
ForestX

Hardwoods:
Eucalypts
Poplar
Oak
Acacia
Walnut
Chestnut

Softwoods:
Redwood
Cypresses
Abies
Spruce
Larch

Major driver for carbon is Productivity via species choice and site
Slides are the IP of Graham West Land use Solutions Ltd
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Slides are the IP of Graham West Land use Solutions and 
ForestX 
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Vision for BOP – better tools and services 

• Application of knowledge, spatial data for economic and environment
• E.g., What land could be profitably in forest?
• Issues driving costs
• Alternative land uses
• Erosion risk
• Productivity

Step Criteria ha difference
1 LUC 6e & 6s 313,565  
2 <=1 km to public road 224,974  88,591    
3 Pastoral land use 74,242    150,732  
4 Transport distance 100km 73,259    983          
5 Transport distance 50km 65,201    8,058      

6
within BOP Region boundary 
& <100km 68,525    4,734      

7 Site index <28m 15,429    
7 Site index 28-34m 10,672    
7 Site index >34m 48,105    



Graham West Land Use Solutions Ltd  

Where is the land for  
profitable forestry in 
BOP ?

70,000ha 





Summary
• Location and best practice drives profitability in timber 

forestry
• Productivity, species, and carbon price drive profitability of 

carbon forestry – not location
• Multi age forestry hedges pastoral income variability
• Use web tools (Treefarmer) and data to inform planning
• Vision BOP  - Geospatial analysis can help landowners see 

the opportunities

• https://treefarmer.fgr.nz/  Check it out, its free!  

Thank You

Questions 
please

https://treefarmer.fgr.nz/

